
Sowing the seeds

Reconnecting Children with Nature

Leavening Community Primary Forest School





What has gone wrong and why



Children & nature: some stats

• Only 10% of children play in 
woodlands, countryside & 
heaths (cf 40% for parents)

• 36% of children don’t have a 
‘patch of nearby nature’

• 85% of parents want their 
children to be able to play 
unsupervised in nature

• 81% of children would like 
more freedom to play outside

(Natural England 2009)



Anxious parents?



Parent of 

child who 

attended 

Forest 

School

Matilda attended Forest 

School last term and 

absolutely LOVED every 

minute of the experience. 

She is not naturally very bold 

or fearless and definitely 

someone who prefers indoor 

activities, but her experience 

really helped her love of the 

great outdoors.



Why does children’s engagement 

with nature matter?

The most significant 

experiences are repeated, 

hands-on & playful









Why start Forest School at Leavening?

• All the reasons listed above

• Engage boys

• Utilise our fantastic facilities

• Take the curriculum outdoors

• Inspire young minds

• Passionate staff 



Who staff the sessions?

• Our guidelines promote an adult: child ratio of 

1:6 or better. This means we will have 4 

adults.

• Adult volunteers will have a DSB clearance and 

will be briefed with regard to policies, 

proceedures and their roles and 












