
 
 

 

 

 

5 Key elements of a short story (narrative) 

Character A person (or animal) who takes 
part in the action of the story. This 
can include the protagonist (main 
character) and antagonist (the 
character in conflict with the main 
character). Short stories usually 
only have one main character, but 
there will sometimes be secondary 
characters too. 

Setting The time (past, present or future) 
and physical location. Authors 
often describe the landscape, 
scenery, buildings and the weather 
to give the reader a strong sense 
of the setting and provide context 
for the reader. 
 

Plot This refers to the beginning, 
middle and end, as well as events 
and actions that are central to the 
story. You'll often find a climax, 
problem or conflict and a 
resolution. 
 

Conflict A struggle between two people or 
things, with the main character 
often involved. The plot and 
narrative is often driven by this 
challenge to give the story a 
purpose. 
 

Theme The main message, idea or 'why' of 
a story. The theme is the central 
idea, belief, moral or lesson that 
the writer wants the reader to 
understand. 
 

What is a short story? 

A narrative (story) which often deals with a single 
incident (event).  It will share many features with a novel 
but is much shorter and can usually be read in less than 
half an hour.  They are often published in magazines or 
collected into an anthology with other short stories. 


