NEWSLETTER

Thursday 2nd March 2023
SPRING 2 TERM

PRIMARY SCHOOL
Together We Can

A word from the Headteacher

Welcome back to the second half of the spring term. This week has seen the return
of the extracurricular activities after school that children have been enjoying. We
welcome a new pupil to Oak Trees class, and we are looking forward to the weather
getting warmer so we can all thoroughly enjoy the garden area and sensory garden
that Miss Cooke and her gardening club are going to work on this half term.

At the end of last half term, the children in Oak Trees took part in the Young Voices
Choir at Sheffield Arena and had the most fabulous time. | hope the parents enjoyed
it too. Mrs Stockill was tremendously proud of the children, their behaviour and
their effort with learning all of the songs and performing to such a high standard. |
would like to express my thanks to Mrs Stockill, Mrs Bennett, Miss Mitchelmore and
Miss Woodcock who all went along to support this visit. A long day for all, but truly
worthwhile.

Have a lovely weekend
My best wishes

Upcoming exciting Easter events at Leavening School!
Friday 10th March
Non uniform day in exchange for bringing in a Chocolate Prize for the
Friends of Leavening Bingo event
Wednesday 15th March
FoLs Chocolate Bingo event at 5.30pm to 7pm. Adult: £5/each Child: £3/each.
This entertaining evening will take place in the school hall and is sure to be lots of
fun! There will be 6 games lasting around 10 minutes each. We encourage parents to
bring their own snacks/nibbles for their table. We will be having a 'donation bar' with
various refreshments on offer, in return for a donation towards FoLS.
We would kindly ask that admission is paid for in advance please via ParentPay
(available soon).
Tuesday 28th March from 3.15-5pm £4/child
We will be holding our annual Easter Movie afternoon.

Price includes d@rink and @pcorn/snacks. Movie choices will be decided by the
childrenin the con:i’nédays. Payment via ParentPay please (available soon).
Thursday 30th March
Non-Uniform day in exchange for prizes for the tombola (held at the Spring Concert)
Friday 31st March- Easter Day. Please join us for a fun morning!

Easter egg competition. £1 entry. Payment via ParentPay (soon). Prizes to be won!
There will three class categories for Acorns, Conkers and Oak Trees.
9am-9.30am- Easter café with tombola
9.30-10.15am- Spring Concert
10.30-11am- Egg rolling/Playtime (parents to join)
1lam-12pm- Easter Crafts in class- Please let me know if would like to sign up to
join your child in their classroom for the Easter Crafts session.

We look forward to you joining us at as many of these events as you can support.
School Attendance
Last week our school attendance was 98.0%

This is above the primary national average attendance of 93.7%
Attendance this week so far: 96.7%

Attendance this term so far: 92.6%

DIARY DATES

MARCH
Wednesday 8th
Basketball/netball tournament (Yrs3-5)
Friday 10th March-

Non uniform day in exchange for
bringing in a chocolate prize for the
Friends of Leavening Bingo event
Monday 13th-Friday 17th
Science week
Wednesday 15th
FOLS Chocolate Bingo event
5.30pm-7pm in the school hall
Thursday 16th
Popup library at school 1pm
Friday 17th
French Breakfast Café
*Tuesday 21st 3.20pm-new date*
E-Safety Parent Session held by police.
Childcare provided. Please let us know
if you are able to attend.
Wednesday 22nd
Football tournament (Yrs 1&2)
Friday 24th
Fire safety day
Monday 27th
Roman Workshop (Oak Trees)
Payment via ParentPay. Thank you!
Tuesday 28th
Easter movie afternoon 3.15-5pm
£4/child inc drink, popcorn/snacks.
Thursday 30th
Non-uniform day in exchange for
tombola prizes for the tombola to be
held at the Spring Concert.
Popup library at school 1pm
Friday 31st
Easter Day! Parents/carers are invited
to join us for a fun morning!
9am-9.30am- Easter café with tombola
9.30-10.15am- Spring Concert
10.30-11am- Egg rolling/Playtime
(parents to join)
1lam-12pm- Easter Crafts in class-
Last day of term

APRIL
Monday 17th
Staff training day
Tuesday 18th
Start of term




Recent highlights from across school

Late last term, the Key Stage One children participated in a fun afternoon of
'multi - skills' sports at Malton School.
The children participated with gusto and were a credit to our school.

Children designed their own butterflies to b
represent their favourite book or story W\
character. These are proudly displayed in €}

to pop by and look for yours! You can also 7
spend the £1 book tokens at Kemps stores ©
(which will be issued today-World Book Day)

Free to a good home!
We have a baby change unit spare that needs to go.° -
If you would like this please let us know.
Free to a good home if you can collect it.

Year 5 & 6 having fun with the Road to Riot space challenge!
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The Dungeons and Dragons extra-curricular
club is proving to be a huge hit!

M Lots of imagination and a wide range of skills on
show by all the children. Well done all!




Oak Trees class at Young Voices!

What an amazing time Oak Trees class had at Young Voices 2023!

On Friday 10th February, Oak Trees class travelled to Sheffield to perform with over 5000

children at Sheffield Arena. They had worked incredibly hard to learn a wide variety of songs

and groovy dance moves in readiness for their performance and did not let themselves down.

Singing a medley of folk tunes, including singing in Welsh, to performing Nile Rodgers Disco

classics, learning Spike Milligan poetry through songs to Reggae classics, every number was

accomplished with zeal. The children (and adults) performed with confidence, energy and
sheer enthusiasm. It was a delight to see them participate with such passion.

We were also joined by a range of professional artists including Urban Strides, street dance
specialists; Anna Phoebe, an absolutely dazzling violinist; and The Beatbox Collective. We
also performed with none other than Heather Small from M People recording the chorus of
Proud to be released as a charity single very soon. It was, as always, such an excellent
opportunity for the children (and teachers) to work with professional musicians and dancers -
inspirational!

We are all eagerly awaiting news of Young Voices 2024, wondering what challenges lie ahead.




Oliver Hynd

To enhance our 'Dreams and Goals' focus in Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship
Education (PHSCE) we were delighted to invite World Champion Paralympian Ollie Hynd
into our school this week.

All about Ollie Hynd

Ollie is a British swimmer. He competed in the Paralympics as a class 8 swimmer, having
neuromuscular myopathy and associated limb deformities. He made his international debut at the

2011 IPC European Championships where he won the 200m individual medley, beating his older
brother Sam's previous European record. In the 400 m freestyle, he finished in second place just
behind brother Sam. He won a gold medal in the SM8 200m individual medley at the 2012 London
Paralympics. He also claimed a silver in the S8 men's 400m freestyle and a bronze in the S8 men's
100m backstroke.
He was appointed Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) in the 2013 New Year Honours

for services to swimming.
In 2015, He was awarded the Disabled Sportsperson of the Year accolade at the Nottinghamshire
Sports Awards for the second year in a row. At the Rio de Janeiro Paralympic Games in 2016, he
won the gold medal in his opening event, the 400 m freestyle S8, beating the world record in the
final, held on 8 September. He repeated the feat in his closing event, winning gold and setting a
new world record in the 200 m individual medley SM8.

Ollie talked to all of the children about his goal of becoming a competitive swimmer and his
journey to overcome the obstacles and challenges he faced with his disability. He then carried out
a sports session with each class focussing on determination and perseverance.

We felt very privileged to have Ollie at Leavening and he was delighted when one of our pupils was
able to answer his question correctly: " Why do you think the medals awarded at the paralympic
games, have a rattle inside?' Jacob correctly guessed that it was to aid blind competitors.
Ollie said we were the first school who had got that answer correct- well done Jacob!

To add to a fantastic morning, Ollie was quick to let Mrs Mitchell know that he was overly
impressed with the attitudes and behaviour of all of the children at Leavening.

He said the children were polite, hardworking, curious and engaging- how lovely!

We look forward to seeing what goals and challenges our pupils will overcome for the rest of this

school year.
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At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, caners and trusted adults with the infermation to hold an Informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they teel
itis needed. This gulde fecuses on one of many apps which we belleve trusted aodults should be oware of. Please visit www._natlonalonlinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.
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Al solutions are becoming increasingly populor. Trained on vast datasets of text (such as books, articles and
websites) in order to leam patterns and relationships, Al solutions can generate taxt, images, audio,
video, code or synthetic data, and can be used for things such as crafting poems or books, creating

digital imagery or delivering video content, Recently there’s been significant discussion in
ralation to the benefits and risks of Al solutions, with many undecided on whether it will be
a force for good or potentially reduce the need for some job roles.
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If possibie, try to be around when your child * Explain to your child that Al solutions can be 4 Talk to your child about the ntial bioses that may
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ENCOURAGE HUMAN INTERACTION : CHECK SCHOOL RULES
Not only should children supplement any use of software like Al > Make yourself aware of any rules or guidance your
with additional resources such as books and reputable internet child's school might have about the use of Al solutions. Most
sites, but t also should remember what they can learn from software is still extremely new, 50 many schools may not yet have
interaction with other people. Discussing things with teachers, 1 a policy, however, it's important to make sure ﬁur child is aware of
relatives and friends isn't ru:t an impertant and often invaluable | how to use it appropriately and will be using it for the right reasons.

aspect of learning - it's an essential part of life, too.
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At National Online Safety, we belleve in empowering parents, caners and trusted adults with the information to hold an Informed conversation about online safety with their children, should they teel
it Is needed. This gulde fecuses on one of many apps which we belleve trusted adults should be oware of. Please visit www.natlonaleniinesafety.com for further guldes, hints and tips for adults.

MGL (which stands for ‘Not Gonna Lie”) is an app through which users share a link to their Instagram
story or Twitter occount, inviting their followers to give anonymous feedback. The app includes
some prewritten questions (such as ‘if you could change anything about me, what would it
‘Ere?’}, plus the option to ask followers to simply ‘send me anonymous messages”. All
|replies go into the user's HGL inbox, with the sender remaining anonymous - although
slibscribars to the app can receive hints about who each message was from.
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