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Visiting a Mosque


People should wear clothes that cover their arms and legs when they visit. Shoes are taken off when you enter. Pictures of humans and animals are not allowed in mosques. Instead, you might see patterns on the wall. People clean themselves in the ablutions area before praying. Mosques have prayer rooms. The main prayer room is called the musallah. Prayer mats are used for praying. Muslims all face towards Mecca when they are praying. Usually men and women pray in different spaces. They can use prayer beads to help them focus.





Vocabulary


Place of worship – a special place within a religion where believers go to pray, worship, learn about their religion and spend time together as a community


Believer – someone with religious faith


Church -  the building used for Christian worship


Christian – a person who is a believer in Christianity


Muslim – a follower of the religion of Islam


Mosque – the Muslim place of worship


Mecca – in Saudi Arabia – the most sacred Muslim place in the world


Prayer mat – Muslims worship on a prayer mat


Qur’an – the holy book for Muslims


Minaret – a tall, thin tower from which the call to prayer is made


Mihrab – an alcove in the wall which shows the direction worshippers need to face


Imman – the prayer leader of a mosque


Jewish person – a person who believes in Judaism 


Synagogue – the Jewish place of worship


Rabbi – the Jewish spiritual leader


The Torah – the Jewish special book


The Bimah – a raised platform where the Torah is placed


The Ark – a special place where the Torah is kept


Sacred – considered to be holy because of a connection with God


 








Visiting a Synagogue


Most people in a synagogue cover their heads.  Men wear a special cap called a kippah.  Women also cover their heads.  Some children and young people do not have to cover their heads.  The prayer room in a Synagogue is where many Jewish gather to pray together. In some synagogues, men sit in a different area to the women. Men wear a special shawl, called a tallit, when they pray.  The cantor has a special place in the room to stand. They chant prayers for the rest of the people to join in with. The Jewish special book is called the Torah. It is sacred to Jewish believers. The bimah is a raised platform where the Torah is placed when it is to be read from. This is often in the middle of the room, or at the end of the room near the ark. The cantor stands here, too.























