
Summer 2- History Knowledge Organiser                                                                       Year 1 and 2 
What makes someone a significant Explorer? 

 
 

Core Knowledge 
Tenzing Norgay was a famous mountain climber who, along with Edmund Hillary, was one of 
the first people to reach the top of Mount Everest, the tallest mountain in the world. He was a 
skilled guide from Nepal and helped lead the way during their dangerous climb. His story is 
about bravery, teamwork, and reaching the top of the world! 
 
Ernest Shackleton was a brave explorer who went on adventures to Antarctica, the icy land at 
the bottom of the world. He is famous for trying to be the first to cross Antarctica, but when 
his ship got stuck in the ice, he worked hard to keep his crew safe and bring everyone home. His 
story is about courage, teamwork, and never giving up! 
 
Both explorers are remembered for their adventures and for showing that with teamwork and 
determination, people can achieve amazing things! 
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Key Vocabulary 
Expedition - is a special trip or journey that people make to explore or discover new places. It often 
involves going somewhere exciting or difficult                 
Explorer -a person who travels to new or unknown places to discover and learn about them 
Antarctica – a very cold and snowy continent at the bottom of the Earth, around the South Pole. It’s 
covered in ice and is the coldest place in the world, where penguins live and very few people visit 
because it’s so cold! 
Icebound – means something is stuck or trapped in ice and can't move 
Survival - staying alive and safe, especially in difficult or dangerous situations 
Tenzing Norgay - a famous mountain climber from Nepal who is best known for being one of the first 
people to reach the top of Mount Everest in 1953 
Mount Everest – is the tallest mountain in the world. It is located in the Himalayas, between Nepal 
and China. The mountain is covered in snow and ice, and it can be very cold and windy at the top.  
Summit – the very top of a mountain 
Sherpa - a person from a group of people who live in the mountains of Nepal, especially in the 
Himalayas. Sherpas are known for their amazing climbing skills and are often guides for people who 
want to climb tall mountains like Mount Everest. They help climbers by carrying supplies, showing the 
way, and sharing their knowledge about the mountains. Sherpas are very strong and brave, and they 
play a big role in mountain climbing adventures                
Prayer Flag - a colourful piece of cloth that people hang outside, usually in the mountains of Nepal 
and Tibet. These flags have special symbols and words printed on them that represent good wishes, 
blessings, and prayers 
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