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Hello Families, 

Welcome back to the Autumn 2 term! We hope you all enjoyed a lovely half-term break and that 

the children are rested and ready for all the excitement this special half-term brings. It’s always a 

magical time of year as we begin to look forward to Christmas, and we’re especially excited to start 

practising for our Nativity performance — one of the highlights of the school year! For your 

information, this half-term, PE will take place on Tuesdays and Wednesdays.  There will be no 

Forest School sessions.  Also, a quick reminder that Parents’ Evening sign-up sheets are available 

with Mrs Kemp in the school office, so please pop in to book a time that suits you.  We’re really 

looking forward to another busy, happy half-term full of learning, laughter, and festive fun!  Ho 

ho ho! 

Warm regards, 

Mrs Bennett 

This half term, we will be learning about:  

English – Reception:  This half term, the children will commence their ‘Drawing Club’ study.  

Drawing Club is a playful and imaginative approach that uses stories, adventures and creativity 

to build children’s confidence in drawing, mark making, and early writing. Through shared 

tales, children are encouraged to develop their ideas, express themselves through pictures and words 

and let their imaginations run wild! Drawing Club is a joyful way to strengthen storytelling 

skills, spark creativity, and nurture a love of learning! 

Key Stage 1: The Year 1 and 2 children will firstly study traditional tales through the classic 

story of ‘Little Red Riding Hood’, producing their own version of the tale.  After that, we will 

begin a non – fiction study of ‘Bold Women in Black History’ and produce a biography of the 

American sprinter Wilma Rudolph.   

Maths - Reception: This term in maths, the children will explore how to find one more and one less, 

practise their subitising (being able to see how many items there are in a small group without 

counting them one by one) skills and explore the composition of the numbers 1-5.  They will then 

move on to looking at shapes with four sides – naming, combining and finding these shapes in 

the environment. 

Year 1: This term in maths, the Year 1 children will continue their study of Addition and 

Subtraction within 10. The children will use practical resources, drawings, and number lines to 

solve problems, building fluency and confidence with number bonds. This will give them strong 

foundations for future maths learning and help them see the links between counting, adding, 

and taking away.  After this, they will move onto studying shape – the children will learn to 

recognise, name and sort 2D and 3D shapes and recognise patterns with the same shapes.   

Year 2: This term in maths, the Year 2 children will also continue their study on Addition and 

Subtraction.  They will explore different strategies to add and subtract, including using number 

bonds, number lines, and practical resources. They will also begin to solve simple problems and 

explain their thinking, helping them to develop fluency and flexibility with numbers.  After 
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that, the children will move on to studying shape.  They will count sides, vertices and faces on 2D 

and 3D shapes.  They sort shapes, complete patterns and will also use lines of symmetry to 

complete shapes. 

Science: This half term our science topic is Materials and their Properties.  The children will explore 

a variety of everyday materials, such as wood, metal, plastic, glass, and fabric and investigate 

their properties — for example, whether they are hard or soft, flexible or stiff, transparent or opaque. 

The children will carry out simple tests and observations to compare materials and decide which 

are most suitable for different purposes, like building, clothing, or containers. 

History: In History this half term, our enquiry question is: ‘Why do we celebrate Bonfire Night 

and what is its significance to the city of York?’.  The children will learn about Guy Fawkes and 

Bonfire Night, exploring the story of the Gunpowder Plot and how it is remembered today with 

fireworks and bonfires. They will also reflect on the importance of safety during celebrations 

R.E- in RE we will be focusing on:  

Reception will be thinking about the question ‘Which times are special and why?’.  Children will 

explore special times in their own lives and in the lives of others. They will learn to recognise and 

talk about celebrations such as birthdays, festivals, and religious events, noticing how people 

celebrate and why these times are important. Children will be encouraged to share their own 

experiences, explore different ways people mark special times, and begin to understand that special 

times can be about family, community, and beliefs 

Key Stage One The children will be exploring the key question of: ‘Why does Christmas matter to 

Christians?’.  They will explore the story of Jesus’ birth, why it is celebrated, and how Christians 

show their beliefs through church services, carols, gifts, and family traditions. The children will 

also reflect on the messages of love, hope, and kindness that Christmas brings 

Music: As musicians the children will be exploring vocal and body sounds as well as learning 

about pulse and rhythm. We will be making long and short sounds using voices, body percussion 

and instruments. We will be following and creating graphic scores for our music. We will listen 

to music to explore other performers use of body percussion and vocal sounds as well as using it to 

help us to develop our sense of pulse. WE will be singing lots of songs to explore sounds. We will 

compose music using word rhythms linked to superheroes and villains. We will also prepare the 

songs for the Christmas Production.  Music topics will now be completed termly rather than half 

termly. 

French: As French linguists we will be recalling and learning numbers up to 12 in French and 

playing games to use and recognise them. We will greet each other in French and ensure we know 

the days of the week. We will also be securing our knowledge of colours and learning a wider 

range of colours. We will learn to follow instructions in French to help us learn some Christmas 

words. We will be using our listening, speaking, reading and writing skills alongside singing 

songs and reading some stories.  French topics will now be completed termly rather than half-

termly. 

Computing: In computing this term, the children will develop their understanding of digital 

photography.  Children will learn to recognise that different devices can be used to capture 

photographs and will gain experience capturing, editing, and improving photos. Finally, they will 

use this knowledge to recognise that images they see may not be real. 
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DT: In DT this half term, the children will be learning about mechanisms.  We will learn about the 

key parts of a wheeled vehicle, to develop an understanding of how wheels, axles and axle holders 

work.  We will then design and make a moving vehicle.   

P.E: In P.E this term, Mrs Mitchelmore is looking forward to sharing the wonderful world of 

international dance with the children.  Mrs Mitchell will teach the children about agility and 

balance.  Here she is warming up for said sessions:  

Learning at home 

Reception 

Expressive Arts and Design:  Use scrap materials (tissue paper, foil, glitter, sequins, coloured 

paper) to make a collage of fireworks.  Talk about the different shapes and textures they use — 

bumpy, shiny, smooth 

Computing:  Story in Pictures.  Can children take 3–5 photos that tell a short story? (e.g., getting 

ready for school, baking, playing in the garden).  Encourage them to think about order and 

sequence.  Bring in and share your story! 

Understanding the World:  Favourite Object.  Ask children to choose their favourite object at home 

and describe: what it is made of? How it feels (soft, hard, smooth, rough)?  Why do they like it? 

Years 1 & 2 

Computing - Before and After.  Can children take a photo of a simple object (e.g., a toy or a 

snack).  Ask children to change the scene slightly (move it, add another object, change the angle) 

and take a second photo.  Discuss how different angles or arrangements can make the photo look 

different.  Bring in your photos and share your work! 

Science:  Ask children to look around their home and find objects made of different materials 

(wood, metal, plastic, fabric, glass, paper, etc.). They can make a list, draw pictures, or take photos 

of the items and label the material.   

Children can also choose one object at home and think about: 

• What it is made of 

• Why that material is suitable for its purpose? (e.g., a metal spoon, a glass cup, a wooden 

chair) 

They can draw the object and write or dictate a sentence explaining their choice. 

History:  Can children draw a comic strip, sequence pictures, or write simple sentences to show 

what happened during the Gunpowder plot?   

We can’t wait to see your efforts in the last week of term! 
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