Autumn 2- Geography Knowledge Organiser                                                                   Year 1 and 2

What makes Jamaica special and how does it compare to the UK?
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Key vocabulary


Jamaica – an island country in the Caribbean


Island – land surrounded by water


Tropical – hot and often wet weather


Temperate – not extremely hot, not too cold – most temperate places have four clear seasons


Physical Features - natural features


Human features – things built by people


Kingston – the capital of Jamaica


Hurricane – a giant swirling storm that forms over warm ocean water


Rainforest – a thick, dense forest that stays green all year and gets a massive amount of rain


Coast – land next to the sea


Landmark – an object or feature that stands out from its surroundings and is easy to recognise





Core Knowledge


Jamaica is a small island in the Caribbean; the Caribbean is made up of many small islands. 


Jamaica is much smaller than the UK.


Jamaica is on the continent of North America and is surrounded by the Caribbean Sea. 


The capital city of Jamaica is Kingston. 


Jamaica has a tropical climate, meaning it is hot all year round.  Jamaica does sometimes experience hurricanes.  


The UK has a temperate climate.  The weather in the UK changes more often than the weather in Jamaica.


Physical features: Jamaica has beaches, mountains and rainforests.  The UK has hills, rivers and some mountains.  Both Jamaica and the UK have coasts.


Human features: Jamaica has towns and cities, such as Kingston.  The UK has towns and cities, such as London.  Houses in Jamaica are often bright colours.


Homes in the UK are often brick or stone.


Jamaica boasts a variety of wildlife, many of which are native to Jamaica, including: Manatees, Patoo, Giant swallowtail. 


Jamaica has many famous landmarks, including: The Bob Marley Museum, Devon house, the national museum of Jamaica, Hope botanical gardens and Appleton estate.





Geographical Skills we are Using


Geographical Enquiry - asking simple geographical questions, where is it? What's it like? Use books, stories, maps, pictures/photos and the internet as sources of information. Make appropriate observations about why things happen. 


Make simple comparisons between features of different places.


Mapping – use an atlas to locate places and major places


 Analysis and Communication - Express views about the environment and can recognize how people sometimes affect the environment.  Analyze and communicate geographical information by constructing simple maps, labelled diagrams, age-appropriate graphs and through writing, using appropriate geographical vocabulary.
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