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Parent Information: Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) in School
Dear Parents and Carers,
At Leavening Community Primary School, we are committed to preparing children for the world they are growing up in. Artificial Intelligence (AI) is becoming increasingly common in workplaces, technology and everyday life. We want to be open and transparent about how AI is used in school and how we teach children to use technology safely and responsibly.
Why Schools Are Using AI
Like many schools nationally, we may use AI tools to support staff workload and improve efficiency. This allows teachers to spend more time focusing on teaching and supporting pupils.
Examples include:
• Supporting lesson planning and resource creation
• Creating quizzes, reading questions and worksheets
• Supporting curriculum planning
• Drafting school communications and templates
Teachers always carefully check and adapt any AI-generated content to ensure it is suitable for our pupils and aligned with our curriculum and school values.
Use of TeachMate AI
We use TeachMate AI because it is designed specifically for education and supports schools in meeting Department for Education expectations around safe and responsible AI use.
TeachMate helps staff to:
Generate curriculum-aligned resources
Support planning and workload management
Maintain consistency in resource quality
TeachMate is designed with safeguarding in mind. Staff always review and quality-check materials. It is used as a professional support tool and does not replace teacher expertise.
How We Teach Children About AI
Through our PSHE curriculum, children learn:
How technology affects the world around them
How to make safe and responsible choices online
How to think critically about digital information
Through our Online Safety curriculum, children learn:
• What AI is (in an age-appropriate way)
• That AI is a tool, not a replacement for thinking
• Not to share personal information with online tools
• How to recognise safe and unsafe digital behaviours
Safeguarding and Data Protection
We follow strict rules to keep children safe:
• Staff do not enter personal pupil information into public AI tools
• AI use is covered by safeguarding and data protection policies
• Staff receive training on safe and ethical AI use
• Any misuse is addressed through safeguarding and behaviour systems
Our Next Steps
As AI develops, we will carefully explore how it can support teaching and learning while keeping children safe.
We are exploring how AI could help to:
• Support adaptive teaching resources
• Support SEND adaptations and scaffolds
• Support retrieval practice and revision materials
• Reduce teacher workload so staff can spend more time supporting pupils
What This Means for Your Child
AI will not replace teachers. Instead, it helps teachers plan efficiently, focus more time on supporting pupils and create high-quality learning resources.
Children will continue to:
• Write independently
• Think critically
• Develop creativity and problem-solving skills
Working Together With Families
If you would like guidance about AI tools, online safety or digital wellbeing, please contact school. We are always happy to support families.
Yours sincerely,
Sian Mitchell
Artificial Intelligence (AI) in School – Parent FAQ
This FAQ answers common questions about how Artificial Intelligence (AI) is used in school and how we keep children safe.
What is Artificial Intelligence (AI)?
AI is technology that can generate text, images or ideas based on information it has learned. In school, it is used as a support tool for staff and as part of teaching children about modern technology.
Why do schools use AI?
AI can help teachers prepare lessons, create resources and complete some administrative tasks more efficiently. This allows teachers to spend more time supporting pupils and delivering high-quality teaching.
Does AI replace teachers?
No. AI is only a support tool. Teachers always plan, check and adapt materials. Children still learn through high-quality teaching, discussion, practice and feedback.
What is TeachMate AI and why do you use it?
TeachMate is an education-focused AI tool designed for schools. It helps staff create curriculum-aligned resources and supports workload, while meeting Department for Education expectations around safe and responsible AI use.
Is my child’s data put into AI tools?
No. Staff are trained not to enter personal or sensitive pupil information into public AI tools. We follow strict data protection and safeguarding rules.
How do you keep children safe when using or learning about AI?
AI is covered by our safeguarding, online safety and data protection policies. Staff receive training and any misuse is dealt with through safeguarding or behaviour systems.
Do children use AI in lessons?
Children may learn about AI as part of PSHE and online safety lessons. This includes understanding what AI is, how to use technology safely and why we must think critically about information online.
How does learning about AI help my child?
It helps children develop digital safety skills, critical thinking, problem solving and understanding of technology they will see in the future workplace.
How does AI support children with additional needs?
AI can support teachers in creating adapted resources, vocabulary support and accessibility tools. This supports inclusive teaching but does not replace specialist support or teacher input.
What are the school’s next steps with AI?
We are carefully exploring how AI can support adaptive teaching, SEND scaffolds, retrieval practice resources and staff development while always prioritising safeguarding and quality teaching.
What should I do if I am worried about AI or online safety?
Please contact school. We are happy to support families with advice about AI tools, online safety and digital wellbeing.
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